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Studying a foreign language allows our students to more fully participate in a connected world and                
learn about other cultures. With more than 33 million speakers, Spanish is the second most spoken                
language in the United States. Our Spanish language program begins in preschool and continues              
through eighth grade, allowing our students to consistently receive Spanish instruction and            
exposure during the critical language acquisition years of childhood.  
 
We believe that learning a second language can increase creativity and flexibility in thinking;              
studies show language learning also benefits executive functioning skills. Students of Spanish learn             
to be comfortable with difference, change, and uncertainty. It can be difficult not understanding              
exactly what is being said but the experience gives students a chance to puzzle out what could be                  
and demands an ability to imagine what is not yet known. 
 
In our Spanish program, students acquire language proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and             
writing. They learn to appreciate and respect cultures and civilizations of the Spanish-speaking             
world. Engaging lessons centered around storytelling, music, and games meet them           
developmentally, both in the classroom and outdoors. It is very common to hear laughing and               
mucho español when walking by the Spanish class.  

Each grade revisits vocabulary and expressions annually to assure that students build off of a               
strong foundation. Greetings, identity, basic verbs, names of animals, the body, our homes,             
numbers, colors, weather, and much more, make up the vocabulary for younger students. While              
materials and stories change from grade to grade as children advance, and a smattering of written                
language begins to appear in the younger grades, the methods of play, music, history, and culture                
remain as central themes to our curriculum. 

Older grades learn about topics corresponding to middle schoolers’ lives, with richer, more abstract              
vocabulary, and focused grammatical study. Topics include clothing, music, shopping, travel, school            
vocabulary, and much more. Culturally relevant tools like poetry, movies, and books help connect              
students with the lives of Hispanic and Latinx people. Students are challenged to speak, write, read,                
and continuously work on oral comprehension. A variety of learning tools, from books and              
magazines, to online computer games, to recordings of native speakers, provide constant            
interaction with the Spanish language, and occasional penpal exchanges inject authentic language            
use into students’ study of Spanish. 

Students leave The Grammar School with a strong foundation in the language and with great               
enthusiasm and joy for continuing to learn Spanish and other languages. 
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Preschool-Second Grade 
Young children learn a second language in a way similar to which they learn their first: through                 
songs, stories, talking and playing. Our lower elementary Spanish curriculum is based on the idea               
that even young students need authentic language put into context, not just individual vocabulary              
words for memorization. Through hands-on activities, storytelling, images, games, songs, and           
movement, our young learners are immersed in Spanish while having fun. Our youngest students              
follow a little puppet named "Pollito.” Through his adventures, they explore and practice greetings,              
identity, basic verbs, names of animals, the body, our homes, numbers, colors, weather, and much               
more. The classes meet two times per week for half an hour, except for preschool that meets half an                   
hour per week. 
 
Third, Fourth, and Fifth Grades 
Spanish language learning builds upon and revisits vocabulary and lessons from the earlier             
elementary years. We begin the year by exploring why it is important to study Spanish. From there,                 
we dive into an array of Spanish topics such as the alphabet, greetings, pronouns, verb conjugations,                
a variety of vocabulary, seasons, weather, and an extensive study of Spanish-speaking countries. We              
use CI (circling), an interactive technique that promotes comprehension through strategic use of             
contextualized repetition. Applying this methodology, students learn to expand meaningful sets of            
high-frequency vocabulary as they develop a working knowledge of basic grammar and            
conversation. This style of teaching helps build confidence while allowing students to start enjoying              
the use of the language. Towards the middle of the semester, the students are ready to read a TPRS                   
(Total Physical Response through Storytelling) level one novel. We consistently incorporate poems,            
music, and perform a variety of skits. During the year, students create their own beautiful books                
that illustrate their active learning. Students also have the opportunity to partake in many outdoor               
activities like, la caza del tesoro, weather-walks, games like Simon dice and an outdoor campfire               
lunch hosted by the upper grades. One of our favorite activities is Dia de los Muertos celebration                 
and crafts. We will also invite Spanish-speaking people into our classrooms both literally and              
virtually through Skype. At the end of the year, students are comfortable with basic skills in                
speaking, writing, reading, and listening. Spanish meets two times a week. 
 
Sixth Grade 
In sixth grade, we continue to build upon the vocabulary and grammar from the earlier elementary                
years. Students improve their Spanish in a fun and interactive way using TPRS (Total Physical               
Response through Storytelling) integrated into the lessons. TPRS is a teaching method that uses              
listening and responding to mini-stories, skits, and novels. Applying this methodology, students            
learn to apply meaningful sets of high-frequency vocabulary as they work toward mastery of syntax               
and conversation. This style of teaching helps build confidence while allowing students to start              
enjoying the use of the language. Throughout the year, students expand their vocabulary and              
grammatical understanding to make increasingly complex conversations, readings, and written          
work possible. We use skits, songs, games, TPRS novels, the Señor Wooly online curriculum and               
craft projects. A goal is that "the magic starts to happen," and the students begin to feel a level of                    
comfort and ease in Spanish. A unit called la maleta is a favorite among the students; students                 
research a Spanish speaking country of their choice, exploring the origins, people, food, climate,              
animals, and culture. Past groups have enjoyed reading Berto y sus buenas ideas by Magaly               
Rodriguez, a short novel depicting the story of 11 year-old boy Berto who lives in Madrid, Spain.                 
Students also partake in many outdoor activities such as la caza del tesoro, weather-walks, games               
like Simon dice and an outdoor campfire lunch hosted by the upper grades. We will also invite                 
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Spanish-speaking people into our classrooms both literally and virtually through Skype. At the end              
of the year, students are comfortable with basic skills in speaking, writing, reading, and listening.               
Spanish meets three times a week. 
 
Seventh & Eighth Grade 
By seventh grade, the goal is that students participate with enthusiasm from a foundation built in                
the early years. One of the first activities of the year is to take fun, silly photos of ourselves and use                     
them as a basis for interviews, sharing stories about ourselves, and building contextual vocabulary.              
Right away, we start building community within the class, using Spanish to get to know each other                 
better.  
 
Students continue to improve their Spanish in a fun and interactive way using TPRS (Total Physical                
Response through Storytelling) integrated into the lessons. TPRS is a teaching method that uses              
listening and responding to mini-stories, skits, and novels. Applying this methodology, students            
learn to expand meaningful sets of high-frequency vocabulary as they work toward mastery of              
syntax and conversation. This style of teaching helps build confidence while allowing students to              
start enjoying the use of the language. Throughout the year, students expand their vocabulary and               
grammatical understanding to make increasingly complex conversations, readings, and written          
work possible. We use skits, songs, games, TPRS novels, the Señor Wooly online curriculum and               
craft projects. A goal is that "the magic starts to happen," and the students begin to feel a level of                    
comfort and ease in Spanish.  
 
A second focus of the program is on Spanish history. We start with an exploration of the first                  
inhabitants and the origin of the Spanish language on the Iberian Peninsula, and move on to the                 
Spanish Colonial era, the spread of the Spanish language throughout the world during the Spanish               
Empire, and the variations of the language within the different Spanish-speaking countries. By             
reading "La Gran Aventura de Alejandro" by Abby Kanter, the students will continue to be exposed                
to Spanish painters, writers, and society in general. We will culminate this studies by making a                
traditional Spanish Paella. We invite Spanish-speaking people into our classrooms both literally and             
virtually through Skype. By the end of the year, students are inspired to communicate in Spanish                
and to continue expanding their knowledge of the Spanish language.  
 
The eighth grade students will have the opportunity to put all their knowledge to work on the                 
in-service learning trip to Ecuador in the spring. By graduation, students are expected to have               
obtained the level of high novice in Spanish; most TGS Spanish graduates transfer to Spanish II or III                  
in High School. The class meets three times  a week.  
 
This year the school's GET (Global Educational Theme), refugees, will fit right into our Spanish               
studies. We will study the current situation in our southern border and the reasons why so many                 
people are forced to leave their homes to try to find a better life in the United States. We will be                     
reading a TPRS level two novel called "Debido a la Tormenta" Because of the Storm by Jennifer                 
Degenhardt. We will also invite Spanish-speaking people into our classrooms both literally and             
virtually through Skype. The class meets for three hours a week.  
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