
 

 
 

We believe in graduating students who contribute to a kinder, more just, and connected world. 
 
We value kindness, play, environmental stewardship, growth mindset, creativity, and 
community. 
 
We foster the essential skills of critical thinking and problem solving, empathy, communication, 
collaboration, mindfulness, and sense of purpose. 
 
Our teaching is inspired by our beliefs and values.  
 

Kindergarten Curriculum 
2018-19 

 
Kindergarten is a time to wonder, experiment, discover, discuss, listen, question, observe, and 
grow. The goal of our program is to teach five- and six-year-olds the skills to make choices, 
solve problems, navigate social activities, collaborate with others, explore artistic creativity, and 
develop math and literacy skills. Independence is encouraged, and there is a strong emphasis 
on harmony and respect within the group. We cultivate a positive and nurturing environment to 
help children realize their potential and develop their natural curiosity as they strive to 
understand the world. This fall, the TGS kindergarten is becoming a Nature-Based Program with 
the goal of engaging children in  the natural world and increasing their understanding of 
ecosystems and environmental stewardship. Kindergarten, joined by prekindergarten students, 
spend afternoons engaged in a variety of activities and pursuits across a spectrum of natural 
settings. There is currently much evidence that immersion in the natural world—the forests, 
meadows, streams, and ponds that surround us —provides huge benefits to young children. 
Observation, exploration, discovery, and play in nature provide a wealth of opportunities to hone 
problem-solving skills, creative thinking, leadership and confidence-building skills, and much 
more.  
 
LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 
With an emphasis on the four language arts strands (literacy, letter/sound relationships, 
communication, and writing), the kindergarten day is rich with words spoken, heard, seen, and 
written. Children look at books independently, hear stories read aloud, and discuss characters, 
plot, and action. Outdoor explorations spark curiosity and lead to purposeful use of nonfiction 
texts. Songs, poems, and rhyming games expand vocabulary and increase awareness of the 
sound and rhythm of language. There is an emphasis on strengthening the comprehension of 
letters and their sounds. In addition, the children tell stories for dictation and write group 
accounts of activities and adventures. In doing so, the children see written language used and 
sense its importance. Dramatizing our favorite books or poems and sometimes performing for 



an audience are favorite extensions. Beginning attempts in writing are encouraged and 
supported, and children are taught correct letter formation. Children make their own books, 
compose stories and poems, and keep journals. Literacy skills that are introduced in the 
classroom are reinforced outside through hands on activities and opportunities to write and draw 
from observation. Throughout the year, kindergartners work with the  literacy program called 
Fundations®. Based on the Wilson Reading System® principles, Wilson Fundations® provides 
research-based materials and strategies essential to a comprehensive reading, spelling, and 
handwriting program. 
 
MATH 
The goal of the kindergarten math program is to introduce key mathematical concepts and show 
children how to use them to make sense of the world. Topics cover six major content domains: 
number sense, algebra, measurement, geometry, data analysis, and probability. These 
concepts are reinforced inside and outside, through language, communication, social 
interaction, tools, and manipulative materials. Depending on the activity, work is done 
independently, in cooperative groups, or with a partner. Our morning meeting time is an 
important part of the daily routine, giving us the opportunity to review the class calendar and 
daily schedule, explore ways of counting, and learn about place value. This helps build 
understanding over time and grows more challenging based on each child’s needs. 
 
Students also create and replicate patterns, work with coins, learn simple graphing and 
estimating skills, and play number games to reinforce mathematical concepts. These daily 
routines, hands-on experiences, and games are vital in building conceptual understanding and 
relating how math applies to their everyday activities. With the Common Core Curriculum 
Standards as a guide, we use the Everyday Mathematics curriculum as a base for our work in 
mathematics. 
 
SCIENCE AND SOCIAL STUDIES 
The kindergarten class explores age appropriate concepts of sustainability using essential 
questions from Cultivating Joy and Wonder: Educating for Sustainability in Early Childhood 
Through Nature, Food, and Community. 
 

● Who am I? 
● Who lives here? 
● What is happening? 
● How are we connected? 

 
Throughout the year, teachers develop thematic curriculum that responds to student interest 
and connects back to these essential questions. With an emphasis on hands-on materials, each 
theme is integrated into our day through literature, music, art, or math when appropriate. Units 
of study in science often involve the natural world, allowing us to investigate our beautiful 
surroundings and collect natural objects right outside our door. Topics covered may include 
insects and worms, bats and other nocturnal animals, plants, or the seasons. Our social studies 
investigations explore the ways in which we are the same and the things that make us each 
unique. Throughout the year, we honor the traditions and celebrations that reflect who we are as 
individuals and as a group. Many of these activities occur within the larger school community. 
The people and places in our own community become more familiar as we study the homes, 
towns, and habitats in which we live. In addition, we find out about the kinds of homes people 



and creatures live in around the world. The kindergarteners will also participate in our annual 
school-wide Global Education Theme. This year we will study the waste stream, with a focus on 
the ways that our own choices and actions can make a difference in caring for the earth and its 
inhabitants.  
The goal of our kindergarten program is to introduce our youngest students to ideas they will 
study again in subsequent years and provide an intrinsic way of supporting children as they 
explore their identity and find their places in the world.  
 
SOCIAL CURRICULUM 
The kindergarten class deals holistically with topics of self-esteem, conflict resolution, personal 
safety, identity, family diversity, emotions, friendships, and decision-making. These topics are 
integrated into our work together and flow naturally through the day and school year. We 
enhance our social skills work with strategies outlined by The Northeast Foundation For 
Children in the books The First Six Weeks of School and Teaching Children to Care. We study 
the roles people can play in a community, whether within our own school or the larger realm. 
We, too, become community helpers as we contribute to our school in a positive way or 
participate in service learning projects.  
 
CLASSROOM  ART (INDOOR AND OUTDOOR) 
Art is another means of expression for children, one as important as language and physical 
skills. In kindergarten, art is integrated into the curriculum as part of the everyday learning 
experience. The goal of the kindergarten art program is to create a climate where children can 
explore different materials in many ways, with a sense of enjoyment in the process. Art 
materials are always available. Throughout the year, projects revolve around units of study, and 
we may experiment with textiles, wood, weaving, sewing, clay, papier-mâché, natural materials, 
or printmaking.  
 
ART 
In this combined class (with first graders), the typical one year spread gives students a chance 
to work within their ability while also leaving room to inspire and to be inspired by other 
classmates. Classes begin with outdoor circle activities, mindful walking or movement, or a 
relevant story or poem. The students build on their growing knowledge of materials and develop 
technical facility with scissors, squeeze bottles, clay tools, and gravity. Basic color theory is 
introduced, which leads to reflecting on the potential emotional content of various color 
combinations, reinforced by looking outdoors and at traditional paintings. Play and 
experimentation are nurtured as essential elements of the creative process. Problem-solving 
with tactile integration and multi-sensory awareness are also key practices as we explore 
various media. Pattern recognition and creation are also developed through focused projects. 
Art lessons explore personal uniqueness and differences, resourcefulness, responsibility, 
community, natural cycles, basic anatomy of plants and animals and the essential needs of life. 
Art room projects use the work of artists such as Kandinsky, Matisse, Georgia O'Keefe, and 
Paul Klee as departure points for our visual exploration. 
 
MUSIC  
In conjunction with our outdoor education program, the Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten have a 
“Singing and Walking” class filled with fun songs, games, and movement activities adapted for a hike to 
our shelter spot and time enjoying music in the great outdoors. Early music classes focus on creative 
movement and the elements of rhythm and melody. K-1-2-3 chorus meets weekly and focuses on folk and 



contemporary songs, singing games, creative movement, dancing, and drama activities with performances 
at the K-3 Winter Concert and K-6 Spring Concert. The primary music program also includes classes in 
general music, dance, and theater skills.  
 
  



FRENCH 
In kindergarten, students learn French through singing, coloring, miming, and dancing. Classes 
are lively and interactive and draw children in using stories told with a felt board, picture books, 
and related activities. Children learn names of animals, numbers, colors, simple verbs, rooms in 
the house, and will act out stories in class. Assessment is based on student’s behavior and 
teacher observation of student’s ability to demonstrate understanding of classroom French. 
Kindergarten and first grade French classes are combined and meet twice a week. 
 
PHYSICAL SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (PSD) 
The kindergarteners work daily on the development of fundamental movement skills, perceptual 
motor skills, and basic fitness. Morning meeting often includes stretching, yoga, or dance. When 
we are outside, free play provides opportunities for students to enhance large and fine motor 
skills through running, climbing, balancing, jumping, swinging, spinning, rolling, digging, 
building, and transporting natural materials. We take weekly hikes to explore the forest. In 
addition, there is a multi-age PSD class once  a week, combining kindergarten, first and second 
grades. Our activities range from organized games to strength-building activities such as 
running, jumping, throwing, and catching, which use the Presidential Fitness Challenge 
standards as a guide. In the winter, we cross-country ski with the rest of the school community. 
 
 
 


