
  

 
 
We believe in graduating students who contribute to a kinder, more just, and connected 
world. 
 
We value kindness, play, environmental stewardship, growth mindset, creativity, and 
community. 
 
We foster the essential skills of critical thinking and problem solving, empathy, 
communication, collaboration, mindfulness, and sense of purpose. 
 
Our teaching is inspired by our beliefs and values.  
 

Fifth Grade Curriculum 
2018-2019 

 
Fifth grade is a year of tremendous academic and social growth. Students develop core 
academic skills while gaining experience and confidence in independent thinking. Students 
are asked to become increasingly responsible for their learning and are encouraged to 
develop and explore new areas of skill and interest. An interdisciplinary and thematic 
approach to studies rooted in the natural world encourages students to discover how areas 
of learning interrelate. 
 
Fifth grade is a year of emotional and physical maturation as well as social and intellectual 
development. Students begin to evaluate social dynamics and advocate their needs more 
independently as means for developing a budding sense of empowerment. They experience 
a greater sense of personal responsibility and accountability and invest in the process of 
exploring interests and opportunities. The physical energy inherent in the fifth grade child 
is recognized, accepted, and channeled through hands-on learning, exploring and 
interacting with the natural world, and engaging in individual and group recreational 
pursuits. A conscious partnership between home and school is the foundation of each child's 
positive experience. 
 
  



ENGLISH 
The English curriculum for grade five rests on a foundation of extensive reading and 
intensive writing. Through reading, writing, and associated projects, students develop a 
broad array of skills. Class literature selections are often aligned with the social studies or 
science curriculum when at all possible and selections are chosen based on our Global 
Education Theme. Book projects, class discussions, study questions, written reading 
responses, creative writing, and poetry assignments promote the development of 
expressive and knowledgeable writers. 
 
Fifth graders practice the writing process, which reinforces the steps of brainstorming, 
drafting, revising, conferencing, and editing. Selected pieces of writing are polished and 
shared with the class. Content for writing assignments comes from personal experiences 
and themes in the literature we read. Students keep writing journals for regular writing 
about literature and other creative prompts. We use the writing and revision process to 
develop grammar skills, with additional exercises for regular practice. Fifth graders are 
encouraged to type final written work and expected to practice neat penmanship. 
 
MATH 
The goal of the fifth grade math program is to strengthen a student's understanding of basic 
math operations and introduce the concepts necessary for a strong foundation in higher 
math. Students have daily opportunities to practice articulating their thinking through both 
writing and discussion. With the Common Core Curriculum Standards as a guide, we use the 
Everyday Mathematics program as a framework for the math curriculum. This curriculum 
reinforces skills through class activities and individual work. Fifth graders review basic 
facts and operations while working to develop an understanding of estimation, place value, 
fractions, percents, probability, decimals, measurement, graphs, and geometry. Daily and/or 
weekly math fact assessments are implemented to improve both accuracy and speed of 
recall. We also use a variety of manipulatives throughout the year to develop and 
strengthen skills. In addition, students are given daily math challenges, an enriching 
extension of current content being studied, as well as for practicing and broadening their 
problem solving skills.  We also focus on the development of mental math skills and relating 
math to our everyday world, so that students can see and understand its value.  Student 
comprehension is assessed through formative informal observation, review of constructed 
responses, quizzes, and periodic tests. 
 
SCIENCE/SOCIAL STUDIES (TOPIC STUDY) 
The focus of the fourth/fifth grade science program is to foster a passion for scientific 
investigation. Students strengthen their scientific literacy through hands-on activities, 
experiments, and routine current event comprehension assignments.  Students will begin 
the year with an in-depth investigation into the world of Energy! We will learn about the 10 
most common sources of power in the United States and will delve into answering 
questions such as Where does it come from?, Where do we find it?  How is it 
made/extracted? How do we use it? How does it affect the world around us? Students will 
present their findings and then argue a “side” in a Town Hall style debate. 
 
Later in the year we will be tasked with developing more outdoor trails to enhance our 
campus as well. We will bring in some experts to help with orienteering and compass skills. 
 



We will further study life science through a Citizen Science project around the topic of 
songbirds and their migration. We will catalog birds, provide a feeding site, and 
change/modify our campus to further entice birds to stop here along their journeys. 
 
Through our social studies curriculum, we will learn about the history of Putney, in order to 
give our students a real sense of place. We are fortunate to have students from many 
surrounding towns and even other states join our community, but my hope is that through 
the study of “our town” we will gain a deeper sense of place and belonging. We will be 
working in conjunction with the Putney Historical Society to gather primary sources 
through which we will gather information and cull it into a “walking tour” of the area.  
 
STUDY SKILLS 
Strong study skills and time management skills are fostered in class and practiced 
throughout the year. Students are expected to complete neat and thorough work for 
evaluation, during class and out of class. A great emphasis will be placed on producing 
“quality work” at all times. Through independent research and the use of the students’ 
“WunderKammer” or Curiosity Cabinet, students will be expected to choose meaningful and 
interesting topics that they can research and present in a meaningful way on a monthly 
basis. 
 
 Students can expect to have 20 minutes of independent reading daily, as well as a weekly 
Reader’s Notebook assignment. Classwork not completed at school may be sent as 
homework and is intended to be purposeful and not punitive. Students will be given 
assignments as reinforcement and should not be given work that is “new” to them. For 
larger assignments, students can expect multiple days to complete tasks to ensure 
satisfactory effort and completion, as well as to begin honing individual time management 
strategies.  
 
SOCIAL CURRICULUM 
Fifth graders are continually engaged in games and group and individual challenges that are 
designed to promote positive social dynamics. The social curriculum at TGS is designed to 
complement the academic curriculum and help maintain a healthy social and learning 
environment. We define a healthy school community as a place where people have a sense 
of belonging, where adults and students extend and receive respect in their relationships 
with each other, and where people feel both a sense of support and personal challenge to 
help them learn and grow as human beings.  
 
Throughout the year students will engage in conversations that are designed to proactively 
develop their social and emotional skills, including recognizing and managing emotions, 
empathy, positive relationships, and problem solving.  
 
ART 
In this combined fourth/fifth grade group, art making is approached as a personal and 
sometimes a collective practice. This builds on the idea of devotion and love as essential 
components for work to be authentic and inspired. Concepts of a one-point perspective 
vanishing point and play of light and shadow through value gradation are introduced into 
drawing and painting projects. Opportunities to improvise with natural plant materials 
inspire a process of play that naturally integrates sculptural elements of rhythm, texture, 



line, and form. Students begin to understand the evolution of art and its various functions in 
past cultures and in more contemporary circumstances. Fostering students' burgeoning 
sense of independence and leadership, collective projects and consensus building processes 
point towards possibilities of community organizing.  
 
MUSIC 
Fourth/Fifth graders meet weekly with the 4-6 Chorus. In a weekly recorder class recorder, they 
may begin alto or tenor recorder with a focus on soprano-alto-tenor trios, instrumental ensemble 
groups, improvisation, and syncopated rhythms. Students advance their writing and reading skills 
with Music-COMP. 
 
SPANISH 
In fourth and fifth grades, students are introduced to Spanish in a fun and interactive way. 
The main goal in Spanish is to “feel” the language, and have a strong desire to continue 
learning Spanish.  We begin the year by asking questions about why it is important to study 
Spanish.  From there we dive into an array of Spanish topics such as the alphabet, greetings, 
pronouns, verb conjugations, an array of vocabulary, seasons, weather, and an extensive 
study of  Spanish speaking countries. Fifth graders will read a short story called “Las 
Aventuras de Isabel” by Karen Rowan.  We use TPRS (Total Physical Response through 
Storytelling) with a Q&A style. The teacher will read a paragraph, and interact via the 
storytelling with the students. This style of teaching creates the necessary confidence for 
the students to start enjoying the use of the language.  Within this context, students learn to 
expand meaningful sets of high frequency vocabulary, as well as develop a working 
knowledge of basic grammar and conversation.  The students also learn poems, fun songs, 
and perform a variety of skits.  During the year, students create their own beautiful books 
that illustrate their active learning. The students also have the opportunity to partake in 
many outdoor activities like, “la caza del tesoro,” weather-walks, games like “Simon dice” 
and an outdoor campfire lunch hosted by the upper classrooms. We will also invite 
Spanish-speaking people into our classrooms both literally and virtually through Skype. At 
the end of the year, students are comfortable with the basic skills in speaking, writing, 
reading, and listening. The class meets two times a week. 
 
LIBRARY 
Fifth graders choose library materials from a variety of sources to support class work and 
reading for pleasure. 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
Basic computer skills and an introduction to music technology are important components of 
the fifth grade technology program. Students work in groups, individually, and with several 
faculty members throughout the year in different learning situations. Technology is 
integrated in physical science projects, writing, and music composition.  
Using the Internet for research begins with guided practice. Students are able to use a 
variety of programs including Google Docs and the Internet.  We will also be using Google 
Classroom for assignments and students can access this at home or at school. Students are 
expected to use technology safely and responsibly. Other technology and tools will be 
introduced as it fits within the curriculum.  
 
  



PHYSICAL SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (PSD) 
In fifth grade, the PSD program is designed to give children the chance to develop physically 
through play, games, skill tasks, core exercises, movement activities, and outdoor pursuits.. 
Activities highlight various themes of the program strength and endurance (both muscular 
and cardiovascular), coordination, game skills, sportsmanship, and social interaction. The 
daily program varies in size and structure of the groups. Fall activities promote positive 
social dynamics, gross motor skill development, and endurance and coordination. 
After-school cross-country running practice and meets are scheduled through the fall, as 
well as soccer practice and games with other schools. In winter, students focus on 
cross-country skiing and have the opportunity to receive downhill skiing instruction. During 
the spring term, cardiovascular and muscular development remain the focus of our 
program.  
 
 
 


