
 
 
We believe in graduating students who contribute to a kinder, more just, and connected world. 
 
We value kindness, play, environmental stewardship, growth mindset, creativity, and 
community. 
 
We foster the essential skills of critical thinking and problem solving, empathy, communication, 
collaboration, mindfulness, and sense of purpose. 
 
Our teaching is inspired by our beliefs and values.  
 

Third Grade Curriculum 
2018-19 

 
A sense of place and the self within that place are essential themes in the third grade 
curriculum. In all subject areas, our units of study enhance students’ understanding of where 
they are and how they are connected to the world at large. In order to foster these themes, 
students utilize their foundational skills to become more independent communicators, problem 
solvers, and productive community members. Interdisciplinary skills are immersed in all theme 
studies as students explore concepts, test ideas, research topics, and create artistic renderings 
to show understanding. Third graders also continue to develop social skills that contribute to a 
learning environment based on respectful interactions that value the individual and encourage 
constructive collaboration.  
 
OUTDOORS 
Third graders learn from the natural world in a number of ways. Specifically, students learn how 
to traverse the land in all seasons by using the campus woods, fields, and stream for scientific 
exploration, creative play, and team games.  Third graders develop a practice of nature 
journaling by choosing a “sit-spot” which they visit weekly throughout the year to make 
observations, write, draw and reflect. In addition, students learn basic camping skills including 
how to set up a tent, how to build a fire, and how to cook over a fire, in preparation for a 
campout at the end of the school year. 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS 
By exploring and analyzing the basic literary elements of character, setting, and plot that 
exemplify all good stories, third graders develop critical reading and writing skills. Class 
literature selections may include Charlotte’s Web (E.B. White), The Castle in the Attic (Elizabeth 
Winthrop), Farmer Boy (Laura Ingalls Wilder), and Stone Fox (John Reynolds Gardiner). 
Students have opportunities to deepen their connection with various genres of literature through 
the selections they make for themselves during silent reading as well as selections the teacher 



reads aloud to the class. During the course of the year, third graders also study biographies and 
poetry.  
 
Classroom discussions are an important part of examining the elements of a story or a writing 
project. Students cultivate the ability to present their ideas with clarity and relevant supporting 
details. Third graders complete a range of written assignments during the school year. Effective 
use of literary tools such as similes, metaphors, descriptive details, and word selection are 
emphasized. Third graders develop skills in sentence structure, punctuation, and spelling during 
the editing process as well as during workbook exercises and group activities. Spelling and 
word study is practiced through the Steck-Vaughn workbook series and daily writing lessons. 
Students learn and practice cursive handwriting using Handwriting Without Tears. Reading and 
writing are integral parts of science, math,  and social studies as well. 
 
MATH 
A major goal of the third grade math curriculum is to help students develop the ability to use 
multiple approaches or strategies to solve problems. This helps them gain fluency and flexibility 
with a range of mathematical processes. Key concepts include place value, fractions, decimals, 
basic operations, problem solving, data analysis, and geometry. With the Common Core 
Curriculum Standards as a guide, we use the Everyday Mathematics program supplemented by 
enrichment materials. Skills are reinforced through the use of manipulatives, visual aids, and 
individual and group practice. Collaborative problem solving and discussion of strategies are 
daily components of each third grade math class. 
 
SCIENCE 
Broad goals of the third grade science units are to increase the children’s awareness when 
studying both natural and manmade objects, and to strengthen their skills in generating “how” 
and “why” questions as well as their approaches to seeking answers. Each unit of the third 
grade science curriculum involves hands-on experiences in combination with expository reading 
and writing, sketching, and reflection. Field trips and guest speakers are also valuable 
contributions to the learning process. Students are given opportunities to apply scientific 
investigation to specific areas of interest during each topic area.  
 
The year begins with a life science unit on spiders. Students learn the key features that all 
spiders have in common as well as their role in an ecosystem. Third graders have the 
opportunity to observe spiders in nature and make scientific drawings. Students choose a type 
of spider for further research and present their findings to the class. Then, we turn our attention 
to physical science for a unit on simple machines. Third graders learn about a variety of simple 
machines, the history behind them, and how they can be used. Students have the opportunity to 
build different simple machines themselves using a variety of materials. In the spring, we focus 
on earth science with a unit on weather and meteorology.  Third graders learn about different 
weather features including precipitation, wind, and temperature. They  study a variety of storms 
that occur and how the climate impacts them. Throughout the unit, students make observations 
about the weather at TGS and in other parts of our country and the world.  
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
The third grade social studies curriculum focuses on developing a greater understanding of the 
world around us and how we fit into that world. Art, drama, and writing projects, along with field 



trips and visiting experts enhance areas of study and bring them alive for students. Biographical 
selections, the study of artifacts, map activities, and critical thinking exercises provide students 
with a range of experiences to increase their ability to understand culture and history in greater 
depth. 
 
Using the novel Charlotte’s Web as a jumping off point, students study the farm as a 
community. Third graders explore the different roles of people and animals on a farm and how 
they work cooperatively. In conjunction with our scientific exploration of simple machines, third 
graders study important historical inventions, inventors, and innovators. Students have the 
opportunity to choose an inventor or innovator to research and present their findings to the 
class. In the spring, third grade study United States geography. Students develop map reading 
skills and utilize those skills to learn about the fifty states and what makes them unique. As a 
culminating project, third graders have the opportunity to choose a state to research and share 
what they learn.  
 
Our school wide Global Education Theme this year is The Waste Stream. Third graders 
participate in monthly projects related to the theme in order to answer questions such as What 
is waste? What happens to our waste? and How can we reduce our waste? We will work with 
other classes through hands-on experiences to explore these questions and others that 
develop. 
 
STUDY SKILLS 
Homework is a valuable tool to build independence and executive functioning skills, including 
time management and organization of materials and workspace. Weekly assignments are 
designed to reflect and support the range of activities and academic objectives of the 
classroom. The weekly homework packet includes a reading log to encourage a nightly reading 
practice of twenty minutes or more. This may include a book or story read independently or with 
an adult. The homework packet also includes spelling practice and additional work that 
reinforces skills from other curriculum areas that have been taught and practiced in school.  
 
SOCIAL CURRICULUM 
Daily events of a third grader’s school experience provide ongoing opportunities to develop the 
ability to cope effectively with personal feelings and to share responsibilities in a group setting. 
The third grade social curriculum is inherent in the language arts, math, social studies, and 
science curricula. For example, children collaborate with others toward common goals and 
discuss the successes and challenges of each participant’s contributions. In literature activities, 
third graders regularly identify and interpret the emotions and behaviors of book characters. 
Daily morning meetings are a time when students come together to do activities to strengthen a 
caring classroom community. Students engage in conversation, problem solve, and build trust 
and empathy through games, role play, read aloud, and group challenges.  
 
CLASSROOM ART 
In third grade, art continues to be an integrated part of the classroom learning experience. The 
major goals of classroom art activities are for third graders to explore different media and 
techniques, to sharpen their observation skills, and to deepen their appreciation of different art 
forms. Visual-thinking strategies emphasize reflection on the multiple meanings in art, 
particularly as they relate to our specific units of study. For example, the sketches of naturalist 



Jim Arnosky provide a model of observing and representing the outdoors for students to 
consider when making entries in their own nature journals.  
 
  



ART  
The third grade continues to build their set of tools and techniques while investigating the 
wonderment of the natural world and exploring who they are within their families and local 
communities. We not only share our work with the class, but begin to offer personal impressions 
and connection to other students' work during class reviews.  Students study more complex 
foreground and background possibilities by looking at Picasso portraits that depict multiple 
views in one picture. The third and fourth grades look at many examples of old and more 
contemporary masters and ancient artwork from around the globe depicting the common 
themes of our humanity.  We occasionally look at examples of the process of art-making and 
current events through the lens of artists. Students are encouraged to use art to tell more 
nuanced stories and practice the idea that quality work requires a special sort of devotion and 
love. 
 
PHYSICAL SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (PSD) 
PSD classes for third graders include many different physical activities designed to sharpen 
gross motor skills, develop rhythm, tone muscles, and strengthen the cardiovascular system. 
The goal of the PSD program is for each child to experience personal growth and development. 
There is emphasis on social skills, cooperation, choosing fair rules, and playing for fun. In PSD 
third graders play team sports such as soccer, Ultimate Frisbee, and hockey to develop 
endurance, speed, agility, teamwork, and sportsmanship. Cross-country skiing is the primary 
winter activity, and students master basic techniques while experiencing the joy of touring 
wooded trails on the school grounds. 
 
MUSIC  
Third graders meet weekly with the K-3 Chorus, incorporating choral singing, dance, and theater skills. 
Their program also includes one session per week of soprano recorder. They focus on reading and writing 
musical notation, melodic and rhythmic dictation, question and answer patterns, ear training, and Orff 
ensemble groups. K-1-2-3 CHORUS meets weekly and focuses on folk and contemporary songs, singing 
games, creative movement, dancing, and drama activities with performances at the K-3 Winter Concert 
and K-6 Spring Concert. The primary music program also includes classes in general music, dance, and 
theater skills.  
 
FRENCH  
In third grade French, we build upon and revisit vocabulary from previous grades. Through 
stories, drawing, coloring, movement, miming, games, and songs, we learn or review vocabulary 
for the house, places in town, clothing, the body, animals, colors, classroom activities, and 
objects. We follow a little mouse named Snuffkin through his adventures and children act out 
some of these stories in class, bringing the French language to life. Assessment is based on 
student’s behavior and teacher observation of student’s ability to demonstrate understanding of 
classroom French. French class meets twice a week. 

 


