
 
 
We believe in graduating students who contribute to a kinder, more just, and connected 
world. 
 
We value kindness, play, environmental stewardship, growth mindset, creativity, and 
community. 
 
We foster the essential skills of critical thinking and problem solving, empathy, 
communication, collaboration, mindfulness, and sense of purpose. 
 
Our teaching is inspired by our beliefs and values.  
 

French Curriculum 

2018-19 
 
One of our goals is to help our students participate in a connected world, and we believe 
that the study of a foreign language will help students be open to other cultures and live 
fully in a global society. Our foreign language program begins in preschool with French and 
continues through fourth grade, at which time students can choose between French and 
Spanish. They then study their chosen language until graduation.  
 
We believe that learning a second language can increase creativity and flexibility in 
thinking; studies show language learning benefits executive functioning skills. Students of 
foreign language learn to be comfortable with difference, change, and uncertainty. It can be 
difficult not to know exactly what is being said, but the experience gives students a chance 
to practice puzzling out what could be and imagining what is not yet known. 
 
The communication skills developed at TGS will empower them to touch other people's 
lives, and interactions will have depth and meaning in part because of the proficiency 
children have gained in their language classes. As Nelson Mandela said: “If you talk to a man 
in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his own language, 
that goes to his heart.” 
 
Concretely, what does the French program look like? Singing and playing are integral parts 
of our program at TGS, imparting culture, musicality, and joy into the classroom. Young 
children love to sing, color, dance, and listen to stories, so in all grades, students learn 
common songs from Francophone countries, play games, listen to and tell stories about 
imaginary characters, and do activities based on these stories.  
 



Working  in a spiraling fashion, each grade revisits most vocabulary and expressions 
annually to assure that students retain the meaning. Greetings, talking about ourselves, 
basic verbs, names of animals, the body, the house, numbers, colors, weather, and much 
more, make up the vocabulary for younger students. While materials and stories change 
from grade to grade as children advance, and a smattering of written language begins to 
appear in the first grade, the methods of play, music, history, and culture remain as central 
themes to our curriculum. 
 
Older grades learn about topics corresponding to middle schoolers’ lives, with richer, more 
abstract vocabulary and focused grammatical study.  Topics include clothing, music, 
shopping, travel, and school vocabulary. Culturally relevant tools like poetry, movies, and 
books help connect students with the lives of Francophone people. Students are challenged 
to speak, write, read, and continuously work on oral comprehension. A variety of learning 
tools, from language learner books to online computer games to CDs of native speakers, 
provide constant interaction with the French language, and occasional penpal exchanges 
inject authentic language use into students’ study of French.  
 
The French students learn at TGS is a golden key to a whole world of amazing experiences in 
the Francophone world. Many students are inspired by their classes to continue language 
study in high school and beyond, and they will enter with a distinct advantage over students 
coming from other schools. Most students who have been at TGS for more than two years 
enter French 2 when they move to high school.   
 
Furthermore, we offer our students at least one opportunity while at TGS to engage with 
French in an authentic setting: the 7th grade trip to Quebec. Traveling to Québec gives 
students firsthand knowledge of basic travel related issues, such as exchanging money, 
using a passport, and crossing a border, as well as geography, history, and language, 
deepening each student’s cultural awareness and expanding their perspectives. It is our 
hope that the key of language will make students yearn for and be comfortable with 
traveling the world to discover the excitement found in foreign lands. 
 
Preschoolers are introduced to French through singing, coloring, miming, and dancing.  
Classes are fun and draw children in using stories told with a felt board, picture books, and 
related activities. Children learn names of animals, numbers, colors, simple verbs, and much 
more. Classes are lively and interactive, and meet once a week for half an hour. 
 
In kindergarten, students learn French through singing, coloring, miming, and dancing. 
Classes are lively and interactive and draw children in using stories told with a felt board, 
picture books, and related activities. Children learn names of animals, numbers, colors, 
simple verbs, rooms in the house, and will act out stories in class. Assessment is based on 
student’s behavior and teacher observation of student’s ability to demonstrate 
understanding of classroom French.  Kindergarten French meets twice a week. 
 
First grade French builds upon and revisits vocabulary acquired in kindergarten. Through 
stories, drawing, coloring, movement, miming, games, and songs, we learn or review 
vocabulary for the house, places in town, clothing, the body, animals, colors, classroom 
activities, objects, and much more. Children will act out stories in class, bringing the French 
language to life. Assessment is based on student’s behavior and teacher observation of 



student’s ability to demonstrate understanding of classroom French.  First grade French 
class meets twice a week. 
 
In second grade, French class builds upon and revisits vocabulary from previous grades. 
Through stories, drawing, coloring, movement, miming, games, and songs, we will follow a 
witch named “Grenadine” through her adventures and learn or review vocabulary for the 
house, places in town, clothing, the body, animals, colors, classroom activities, and objects. 
Assessment is based on student’s behavior and teacher observation of student’s ability to 
demonstrate understanding of classroom French. French class meets twice a week. 
 
In third grade French, we build upon and revisit vocabulary from previous grades. 
Through stories, drawing, coloring, movement, miming, games, and songs, we learn or 
review vocabulary for the house, places in town, clothing, the body, animals, colors, 
classroom activities, and objects. We follow a little mouse named Snuffkin through his 
adventures and children act out some of these stories in class, bringing the French language 
to life. Assessment is based on student’s behavior and teacher observation of student’s 
ability to demonstrate understanding of classroom French. French class meets twice a week. 

 
In the fourth grade, we learn French with the Alex et Zoé book series. Students strive to 
talk about themselves, their school, toys, pets, and home in French. Written tasks support 
oral work and give students an opportunity to connect their learning closely with letters 
and sounds. We also follow the adventures of Asterix, chief of the Gauls, and act out some 
stories about his adventures.  Assessment is based on student’s behavior and teacher 
observation of student’s ability to use and show understanding of classroom French. Class 
meets twice a week. 

 
In fifth grade, we use the TPR (Total Physical Response) method of language learning. This 
method is based on storytelling backed up with writing exercises. A body of vocabulary is 
learned and a story adapted to that set of vocabulary is told. True/false, ordering sentences, 
and more creative written work is built around each story.  Occasionally, there may be 
homework, usually on Fridays. Assessment is based on student’s behavior and teacher 
observation of student’s ability to demonstrate understanding of classroom French, as well 
as homework or projects.  French class meets twice a week in the French room..  
 
In sixth grade, we use the TPR (Total Physical Response) method of language learning. This 
method is based on storytelling backed up with writing exercises. A body of vocabulary is 
learned and then a story adapted to that set of vocabulary is told. True/false, ordering 
sentences, and more creative written work is built around each story. Once a week there is 
homework, usually on Fridays. Assessment is based on student’s behavior and teacher 
observation of student’s ability to demonstrate understanding of classroom French, as well 
as homework or projects.  French meets three times a week in the French room.  
 
Seventh grade French students begin the year reading Pauvre Anne. This is a simple book 
that follows an American student who travels to Belgium. We use the TPR (Total Physical 
Response) method of language learning. This method is based on storytelling, backed up 
with written exercises. Verb conjugation and grammar points are worked into our studies. 
Other sources are used as well, such as on-line video clips or French websites. Assessment is 



based on student’s class participation, completion of homework or projects, and test or quiz 
results. Class meets Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays in the French room.  
 
In eighth grade, French students expand and enrich their vocabulary through reading, 
songs, on-line video resources, and storytelling. Games, role-playing, and other learning 
tools provide students with a vehicle for improving their conversational French. Verb 
conjugation and grammar points are worked into our studies. Topics include school 
supplies, school subjects, telling time, clothing, the body, expressing feelings, the family, 
holidays, and the house. Teaching methods reflect the needs of the current students in 
French class, and employ the four skill sets of reading, writing, listening comprehension, 
and speaking. There is regular homework. Assessment is based on student’s class 
participation, completion of homework or projects, and test or quiz results. Class meets 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays in the French room. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


