
 
We believe in graduating students who contribute to a kinder, more just, and connected world. 
 
We value kindness, play, environmental stewardship, growth mindset, creativity, and community. 
 
We foster the essential skills of critical thinking and problem solving, empathy, communication, 
collaboration, mindfulness, and sense of purpose. 
 
Our teaching is inspired by our beliefs and values.  
 

Art Curriculum 
2018-19 

 

Our art program is multifaceted, set forth with the intention that each child can develop artistic 
abilities and gain an understanding of the language and function of art, both past and present. Art is 
incorporated into classroom studies at all levels and is centered in both the art room and the 
outdoors of our campus during our dedicated art classes. All students work with diverse media. The 
curriculum is envisioned as an upward moving spiral that builds upon itself. Creating with the same 
materials while working up to different levels of complexity allows continuity and promotes 
growth, confidence, and facility for young artists. Students are encouraged to play and experiment 
with each material, as well as to gain knowledge and skill from specific instruction about how these 
materials are used and cared for. Tactile integration is a strong focus throughout the grade levels. 
Through the elements of art and principles of design, we study artists and art movements, including 
current trends.  We bring insight into ideas and techniques as they relate to culture, meaning, and 
message within a historical context. Most importantly, art is a language we use to express all 
aspects of the human experience. It is essential to create an atmosphere in which artist is 
appreciated for their individual contributions as well as their ability to collaborate and participate 
in consensus building. Art classes at TGS happen in spaces where it is comfortable to share, explore, 
and engage in playmaking. 
 
To this end, our classroom environment is structured specifically to nurture several interconnected 
practices of mind and body. Students have opportunities to closely observe and navigate their 
internal and external worlds while envisioning the imaginary and innovative through open-ended 
questions and problem-solving activities.. TGS students learn to generate options as they negotiate 
the creative process, extending their ability to incorporate the inevitable unexpected nature of 
accidents, mistakes, and surprises, and learning to see these as avenues for exploration and growth. 
By engaging with these challenges in a supportive environment, students develop focus and 
perseverance. In examining art history and contemporary practice, students become fluent in the 
visual and verbal vocabulary that can help them to reflect on their own work and ideas and to 
discuss others' work constructively. 
 



Art-making is a rich lens through which children can more fully understand many ideas they are 
concurrently exploring in other disciplines, so integrated study is coordinated whenever possible. 
We examine the world from many perspectives and consider how art is an evolving language. Art is 
practiced as a method of developing creative solutions for personal and community needs and 
empowerment. The natural world guides us in developing keen observational skills as well as 
cultivating a sense of environmental stewardship. In the upper grades, we begin to consciously 
practice moving our ideas into action through self-directed projects as well as collaborative group 
projects that require consensus building. Having the opportunity to engage in group and 
independent play cultivates strategies and solutions for making artwork and serving the 
community. The yearly Global Education Theme (GET) provides a framework for focused study 
around a common question, and each year projects highlight the practices related to our GET topic. 
Class field trips allow students to experience contemporary and historical artwork as well as 
understand the web of our local and larger communities. 
 
The practice and understanding of art is an essential part of self-reflection and expression, an 
avenue for self-discipline, and a haven of creativity and deep curiosity that inspires the children's 
growth as enthusiastic learners in all areas of study. 
 
PRESCHOOL 
Preschool art lessons start with a story or puppet show as an introduction to the lesson theme. We 
follow up with an expressive project where students are asked to give their attention to the visual 
element of the day.  Art is a primary part of the preschool classroom experience; the art teacher's 
visit to the preschool classroom serves to develop a comfort level with art and its vocabulary, 
variety, the wonderment of nonverbal communication and the preservation of magic. Using a 
variety of media throughout the year, together we explore basic pictorial ideas of foreground and 
background, stacking, line, and color relationship. Preschoolers are also introduced to The 
Grammar School's core art book,  Barney Saltzberg’s The Beautiful Oops, which leads to fun ways of 
playing with the idea that mistakes are opportunities, and exploring pattern recognition and 
abstraction through various blotting activities. Working with soft modeling materials, we explore 
sculpture and its essential relationship to gravity in three dimensions. We also use our bodies to 
mimic these three-dimensional ideas. 
 
KINDERGARTEN AND FIRST GRADE 
In this combined class, the typical one year spread gives students a chance to work within their 
ability while also leaving room to inspire and to be inspired by other classmates. Classes begin with 
outdoor circle activities, mindful walking or movement, or a relevant story or poem. The students 
build on their growing knowledge of materials and develop technical facility with scissors, squeeze 
bottles, clay tools, and gravity. Basic color theory is introduced, which leads to reflecting on the 
potential emotional content of various color combinations, reinforced by looking outdoors and at 
traditional paintings. Play and experimentation are nurtured as essential elements of the creative 
process. Problem-solving with tactile integration and multi-sensory awareness are also key 
practices as we explore various media. Pattern recognition and creation are also developed through 
focused projects. Art lessons explore personal uniqueness and differences, resourcefulness, 
responsibility, community, natural cycles, basic anatomy of plants and animals and the essential 
needs of life. Art room projects use the work of artists such as Kandinsky, Matisse, Georgia O'Keefe, 
and Paul Klee as departure points for our visual exploration. 
 
  



SECOND GRADE 
Second graders gain exposure to new materials and begin to create more complex pieces using 
combinations of media and overlapping ideas.  We begin our classes either with an outdoor circle 
activity, quiet listening walks, or with a story or poem relevant to the day's lesson. Building on a 
strong foundation, students become aware of the creative process with longer projects and begin to 
create art that ties directly to their own broader learning and place in the world. We begin to 
practice spatial relationships with greater focus while exploring the possibilities of chance and 
abstraction. Second graders begin to integrate ideas of the natural world in relation to their self. 
Students investigate how they may develop a relationship as ecological stewards, using the visual 
arts as the vehicle. This includes a multi-project exploration of cycles and the four ancient elements 
of earth, fire, water, and air. 
 
THIRD GRADE 
The third grade continues to build their set of tools and techniques while investigating the 
wonderment of the natural world and exploring who they are within their families and local 
communities. We not only share our work with the class, but begin to offer personal impressions 
and connection to other students' work during class reviews.  Students study more complex 
foreground and background possibilities by looking at Picasso portraits that depict multiple views 
in one picture. The third and fourth grades look at many examples of old and more contemporary 
masters and ancient artwork from around the globe depicting the common themes of our humanity. 
We occasionally look at examples of the process of art-making and current events through the lens 
of artists. Students are encouraged to use art to tell more nuanced stories and practice the idea that 
quality work requires a special sort of devotion and love. 
 
FOURTH AND FIFTH GRADE 
In this combined group, art making is approached as a personal and sometimes a collective practice. 
This builds on the idea of devotion and love as essential components for work to be authentic and 
inspired. Concepts of a one-point perspective vanishing point and play of light and shadow through 
value gradation are introduced into drawing and painting projects. Opportunities to improvise with 
natural plant materials inspire a process of play that naturally integrates sculptural elements of 
rhythm, texture, line, and form. Students begin to understand the evolution of art and its various 
functions in past cultures and in more contemporary circumstances. Fostering students' 
burgeoning sense of independence and leadership, collective projects and consensus building 
processes point towards possibilities of community organizing.  
 
SIXTH GRADE 
Sixth graders continue to improve on foundation skills established in past years while bringing 
their learning into action with more complex projects, a greater connection to emotional content 
and meaning, and a greater responsibility as role models in the school community. To assist in this 
process, students are given personal sketchbooks, which they are asked to make their friend. With 
this extension outside of the art room, inspirational ideas can be facilitated elsewhere. Students are 
asked to consider the creative process as a form of meditation, which requires nurturing care like a 
garden.  Each class begins with a devoted listening to student read poems that serve as our 
transition and unifying tone before work begins. In our foundation work, the level of scrutiny in 
depicting a three-dimensional space and light and shadow is intensified. Independent and 
self-driven projects are also introduced in which students choose their own process and desired 
outcome over a specific time frame. These projects generate the opportunity for in-process 



presentations where classmates can offer constructive feedback and observations using art 
vernacular learned over the years. 
 
SEVENTH GRADE 
In the seventh grade, students continue to build an expansive vocabulary of process and materials. 
The curriculum includes a more intricate understanding of images and the power and responsibility 
available to the image makers of tomorrow. We look at art through various lenses of humanity 
including personal intention, spirituality, collective global health, what is being lost to us, and how 
the arts may evolve in a rapidly changing world. Class time usually begins with devoted listening to 
a student read poem as a way of divining the timbre of the work we are about to commence. The 
seventh grade studies more complex elements in the realm of sculpture, including ancient and 
modern monuments, monumentality, and non-objective sculpture. Basic architectural concepts are 
introduced to support understanding of structure, fabrication, balance, rhythm, density, and scale. 
Students play with various processes of improvisation that facilitate a nimbleness of mind and 
facility with the challenges of the unexpected. Seventh graders also move deeper into collective 
projects where the central process is consensus building. This work generates authentic 
self-determination and organization as well as an invested sense of contribution and responsibility 
to the group. We examine a rich variety of historical and contemporary artists and move into 
exploring intersections of art and society, politics, science and technology, and the environment. 
Contemporary controversial work is introduced as a point of reference and departure for class 
discussions. Seventh graders are expected to discuss artwork critically with a broad historical and 
social context. Winter art electives are a traditional part of the seventh and eighth-grade art 
program, and students may choose to study a specific subject in depth and have the opportunity to 
work with artists outside of school. Past electives have included filmmaking, stop-action animation, 
printmaking, ceramics, oil painting, and mixed-media, sound and sculpture, black-and-white print 
photography, and jewelry.  
 
EIGHTH GRADE 
The eighth-grade art experience brings together all the skills and knowledge gained in past grades, 
synthesizing new combinations of ideas and materials at a higher level of complexity. Students are 
introduced to new forms of artwork evolving around the globe and begin a practice of engaging 
their artwork in broader sociological and ecological contexts. Art classes begin with devoted 
listening to student read poetry. A sense of play and improvisation are necessary components of the 
creative process while working outdoors with our Natural Integrations project. Here, we look 
primarily at the work of Andy Goldsworthy and create site-specific sculptures in the environment 
with materials available at the site. We discuss the potential of fabrication, pattern rhythms, color, 
and density in this work.  Students may also use their bodies, directly or indirectly, and come to 
terms with the ephemeral nature of this work, using photographic documentation as the final piece. 
The eighth grade continues the practice of consensus building in collective group projects and 
begins to devise strategies for artwork that engages community outside of the traditional forms that 
we may see in a gallery or museum. Students also practice the fundamental skills required for direct 
observation, while exploring immediacy, gesture, and nimbleness of process. During class reviews, 
eighth graders are expected to discuss artwork critically with a sound historical and social context. 
Winter art electives are a traditional part of the seventh and eighth grade art program, and students 
may choose to study a specific subject in depth and work with a visiting artist. Past electives have 
included filmmaking, stop-action animation, printmaking, ceramics, oil painting, and mixed-media, 
sound and sculpture, black-and-white print photography, and jewelry.  
 


